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PoINT Storage Manager 

Optimizes your storage infrastructure 

HIGLIGHTS 
 
 Tiered storage (HSM) ar-

chitecture with  
standardized file system 
interface 

 
 File Protection by auto-

mated replication on alter-
native storage technologies 
 

 Transparent migration and 
off-loading of NetApp 
FAS systems 
 

 Compliant archiving 
 

 Migration of storage sys-
tems as integral part of the 
solution 
 

 “Software only” solution 
incl. clustering support  

Tiered Storage / HSM 

The PoINT TAFS (Tiered Ar-
chive File System) integrates high 
performance Windows NTFS 
based storage systems as tier 1 
into a tiered storage architecture. 
Thereby files are migrated ac-
cording to configurable rules 
(“policies”) to cost optimized tier 
2 storage (e.g. SATA RAID) and 
replaced by links (“reparse 
points”) on the tier 1 storage. 
Files are accessed by the original 
path so that no adjustments of 
applications are necessary. The 
innovative “pass through” imple-
mentation allows that migrated 
data is directly delivered to the  

application from the tier 2 
storage. The tier 2 storage can 
be configured redundantly 
with the help of alternative 
technologies (e.g. tape or opti-
cal) to decrease the risk for 
data loss. 
NetApp FAS systems are sup-
ported as tier 1 storage with 
the same functionalities. The 
PoINT NetApp FAS Agent 
replaces migrated files with so 
called “stubs” which allow a 
transparent access by the 
NetApp FAS file system. 

Physical storage is a significant cost factor in the IT considering the continuously 
growing requirements regarding performance, availability and capacity. This applies 
for acquisition as well as for administration and operation of such systems. PoINT 
Storage Manager reduces cost by combining different storage systems in a tiered 
storage architecture. In addition PoINT Storage Manager decreases backup and re-
covery times and thereby cuts down the corresponding cost by integrated replication 
and archiving functions. The replacement of obsolete storage systems, which is 
quite often expensive, is already an integral part of the “software only” solution. 
Therefore future migration cost can be reduced at this stage or even avoided. 
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PoINT Storage Manager 

Virtualization 
Different storage technologies 
(hard disk, tape, optical) are 
centrally administrated by 
PoINT Storage Manager. Ac-
cess is provided by a standard-
ized Windows CIFS interface 
with the help of PoINT VFS 
(Virtual File System) or 
PoINT TAFS. This means 
hardware specific adjustments 
are not necessary and storage 
system migrations can be per-
formed without changes in 
the applications. 
 
Archiving 
PoINT Storage Manager of-
fers by PoINT TAFS or 
PoINT VFS a file system in-
terface which meets compli-
ance requirements by its flexi-
ble “write once” features. 
Thanks to the virtualization 
possibilities, storage technol-
ogy and manufacturer can be 
chosen freely and regulatory 
requirements are fulfilled. 

Optimizes your storage infrastructure 

Software and documentation are available in 
English.  
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SUPPORTED  
TECHNOLOGIES 

SUPPORTED  
DEVICES 

SUPPORTED 
MANUFACTURERS 

Hard Disk 
Optical 
Tape 

 

Single Drives 
Production Systems 
Autoloader 
Jukeboxes 
Appliances 

ASACA, ASM, BDT, DISC, DSM, 
GRUNDIG, HP, IBM, JVC, Ku-
bota, LSK, NetApp, NETZON, 
NSM, Pioneer, Plasmon, Power-
File, Primera, Qualstar, Rimage, 
Sony, Sun StorageTek, Tandberg, 
TEAC, … 

Software Solution 
PoINT Storage Manager is a 
“software only” solution for 
Windows Server 2003/2008. 
Fail-safe requirements are real-
ized by the clustering function 
of the product. 
 
Further Information 
More detailed information and 
an evaluation version are pro-
vided on the PoINT web site 
“www.point.de”. Here you can 
also find descriptions and 
evaluation versions of further 
PoINT products.  

Migration 
Data migration is an integral part 
of PoINT Storage Manager. The 
PoINT VFS integrates obsolete 
systems (e.g. MO/WORM juke-
boxes) into a new storage solu-
tion. Files of the old storage sys-
tem are directly accessible by 
PoINT VFS which integrates the 
file system of the old system and 
which seamlessly migrates files 
from the old system to the new 
system in the background. New 
files are written directly to the 
new system and the old system 
can be removed after migration is 
finished. This way, an uninterrup-
table operation of the application 
(e.g. a DMS/ECM) is possible 
even during migration. 


